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Bible Inconsistencies 



POINTED ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE ALLEGED DIVINE 
REVELATIONS.— SOME NUTS FOR PREACHERS 
TO CRACK, IF THEY HAVE TIME. 



(By Josephine K. Henry.) 

It was smooth sailing for orthodoxy until the human mind be- 
gan to think and question. 

Tin- ciiadel of Christian superstition is now being stormed and 
it* trembling under the questionings of Reason. 

The pulpit lias demanded and obtained the protection of the 
civil law; the clergy from the so-called -sacred desk" proclaim 
what is unreasonable, improbable and untrue, and the civil 
law protect* them, lor no one dare dispute their assertions, how- 
ever much they may outrage truth. Law and Science must prove 
their assertions, but not so with Religion. The elerpy from then 
law-protected 'coward's castle" issue their proclamations, and 
silenced congr. gations are forced to "let it go at that." But the 
menial reservations of those who occupy the pews find expression 
through the press. The sea of thought is lashed to white foam, 
and the unrest in Zion is alarming. 

The truth or falsity of the "Holy Bible" is the top root or 
all th. trouble; all this is the fault of the Church. If its Holy 
Book n sts on the eternal rock of truth, it should demand invest i- 
gat ion. conn inquiry, and once for all settle the paramount ques- 
tion as to whether the Bible is of divine or human authorship,— 
fallible or infallible. Sci<nce and Reason are clamoring for 
fair treatment, and common-sense r. fuses to accept anything less. 
There are all sorts of Ministerial Associations; but one shouU 
be formed of the abb st clerics, srd its name ehonld be "The 
Reconcilers," WJ ose duty should h to rconcile the eonin'd'c- 
ticns, explain the impossible i< - ami al unlit '.s in the "Holy 
Bible," and remove tie doubts of the grand ar iiy of skeptics, 
who are starching for and thirsting for the Truth. 

The pit icfaer tella us thai God la no( the author of evil, taking 

his text from Deuteronomy xx:l'J-4 to prow it: "A god of truth 
and without Iniquity, just and Ms/ I is He." but the inspired 
Isaiah xlv:7, says: "1 make peace and create evil." The 
Christian claims that 'God created ALL things." and that "the 
devil is the author of evil." If (iod creati d ALL thmgs, he must 
have created the devil. Then, logically, God is the author of 
evil. Komans 11:11, says: '"PI ere is no respect of persons with 
God;" but in Romans ix:l.'{, ii says; Jacob have I loved; Ksatt 
have I hated,' yet the history of these two characters shows 

kiaaa to nave bean a mperior gentleman oomperieon with his 
twin brother, Jacob, the most d siionest. licentious, trickled 
■cheater and grafter depleted in Hoi) Writ, whoso proganj swarm 

in C hri ;ian civilization today. If I were going to Mleet from 
among tie Bible gentleman a lovable man I would tell Jacob 
to "go way back and sit lowii." Kzcklel xviii::!2 says: "I have 
no pleasure in the ileath if him thai dieth, siitb the Lord God," 
and Psalm cxiv says: "The Lord is good to all. and his tender 
mercies are over all bis works." 1 should imagine that BsehlOl 
and David would not be authorities with the people of Galveston, 
Martinique, San Francisco and Italy, but would think thai Jere- 
miah xiii:14 knew what he was talking al>out when he makes 



d-d to sa . : I will net pity nor spare, nor have mercy, but de- 
stroy them." 

Kzekiel xvlil:20 says: "The son shall not bear the iniquity of 
the father." but BxodUl xx:5 says: "1, the Lord thy God, am a 
jealous God. visiting the lniquitlis of tihe lathers u|>on the chil- 
dren to the third and fourth generations." 

Romans 11:11 s:i>s: The doers of the law shall be justified," 
but the 20th verse of the third chapter says: "By the deeds of 
the law, there shall no Beat be justified." 

Job vii:lt says: "As the cloud is consumed and vanishcth away, 
so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up r.o more," yet 
Paul, who is more often quoted by the clerics than Jesus, says 
in Corinthians xv:::2: "the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall 
he raised." Hafe we find Job and Paul in open conflict. As bil- 
lions of human beings have gone down to the grave and not one 
of them has yet been "raised" by the "sound of the trumpet,' 
Job up to this time is- right, and it remains to be proven that 
there is any truth in Paul's assertion. 

Kcclesiastes rtt:M s:ys: "For there Is not a just man upon 
the earth) that doith good and sinneth not." The Inspired Sol- 
omon wrcta that; yet John contradicts Solomon, the wisest man, 
when lie tape: "Whatsoever is born of God doth not commit sin. 
He that commit teth sin is of the devil." And then John 1-S 
says: "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and 
the truth is not in us." Now It is up to the Reconcilers to deter 
mine Whether lOhMaon or John is telling the truth. Biblical 
writers are likt modern politicians: One makes an Inspired asser- 
tion and another equally inspired contradicts it and says "You 
are ■Bother." The Annan his Club was as necessary In Bible 
dayi a^ it Procidentia! oampsisns hn the United states today. It 
is a logicl f i iielus ion thai the "truth Is not in one of them" — 
Solomon or John — and that "one of t.hem is a deceiver. ' 

If we can believe David, the "man after God's own heart," when 
he s'U>s n Peabn lldVll ; "All men are liars, Solomon and John 
must b< both on that list, though one may be a bigger one than 
Hie other; and I'n in what the Bible says of David, the father of 
Solomon, be may grasp the palm from both of them. I never 
had much faith in David's Integrity, for the tricks he played on 
Saul, and because In sneaktd around the chimney to watch 
Bathsheba taking a bath on the roof of the house; and according 
to the Bible record, between the veracity of David, Solomon and 
John there Is little choice. On the question of truth much 
leniency should be shown to Solomon. 

Max O'Rell sa>s that "All nu n deceive thoir wives," and I guess 
Max km w Chef he Wan talking about. As Solomon had one 
thousand wivis, he must of necessity have been a monumental 
(Ulaifler, lor we are all cieaiures of environment. If a man with 
one wife dei eive ! er. think of Solomon who had to deceive a 
thousand wives. It does seem to me If I were a man environed 
by a thousand wiv»s, I would be forced, not only to be a falsifier, 
but also a highwayman, a pirate, a traitor, a thief, a bushwhacker, 
a boxer, and "an undesirable citizen," all In one. Solomon was 
always an interesting character to me, and when I get to writing 
about him I never know how to round to." It is a dead certain 
ty that Solomon had an interesting family. 

The Bible s a>s plainly that "All men are liars." To my mind 
it should have read: "Nearly all men and women are liars, with 
serious doubts about the small contingent not included In the 
word all." Of course, the one thousand Mrs. Solomons were all 
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Chord) numbers, and lived according to Scripture, as women 

churcn members do today, and the amount of downright 1 

that falsifying women Main in. promt conclusively that men 
have not ■ mi t on that business, as David says thev l ave. The 
Bible told thi one thousand la iies of Air. Solomon's family, "If 
they would know any thing, they must learn of their husband at 
home.' Think of a thousand women wanting to know a lot of 
things, and one poor MB (cv.n the wit est DM on Mirth) expected 
to educate taem! 1 can't help having sympathy tor St lomon 
with all his tailings. If I had been in his place I would hive 
taken passage in an airship for heaven, where women gTC tot 
admitted, and rested forevermon in Abraham's bo on. Solomon, 
though indulging in some inconsistencies.made a name for hlrn- 
selff and his departure from matrimonial bliss to heavenly- 
ecstasy was mourned by one thousand weeping widows, who no 
doubt kept his memory and his grave grata. 

John x:8 says: "All that ever came before me are thlev. I and 
robbers." The inspired John records that Jesus made this asser- 
tion when tending in the temple. This is a very damaging state- 
ment to make of all the human beings who lived from Adam to 
Jesus. This would include, of course, all the priests, prophtts 
and saints, including also tie Virgin Alary, the mother of JeSOS, 
and as David, the ancestor of Jesus, says All men are liars," 
the Hible itself disproves the fall of the perfect Adam, for the 
Hook says the race were all liars, thieves and robbers before 
Jesus. This trinity has not the slightest resemblanc to per 
lection; so it is in order for the Reconcilers to Blear this Hible 
inconsistency up. We know this is true of the human race 
since tie coming Of Jesus, bOli from history and actual condi- 
tions in t'hristendem. To the Hible trinity of liars thieves and 
robbers can be added, murderers. The armies of the Christian 
world are like crouched lions, ready at any mom nt to spring 
upon their prey, while the masses are the helpless victims of 
popes, prelates, presidents and |Kit-housi politicians. On the 
eve of battle tin parson prays thus— 

Great (iod. wlrose almighty breath 
Smote the Assyr'an hosts with death, 
Who was with Daviu win n he sped 
Mis pebble at Dolialh's head; 
()! make us strong, m cause we fight 

in the great power of Thy might. 

Guid** thou our bullets straight ami true. 
As that mall stone which I 'avid threw; 
Hi with 'I'hy people now as then. 
For Jesus' sake. Ann n ! Amen! 

It Is up to the Reconcilers to reconcile the characters and 
customs of the people of (Iod. In their social, commercial and 

governmental s> stems, with humane principles, truth. Justice and 

honesty, and to reconcile the claim that Christianity with the 

religion of a so-called "Prince of Pence", who sa>s in Matthew 

x::!4: 'Think not thai I am OOBM to s. ml peace on earth; I 
came not to send peace, but a sword." 

.Matthew b:S6: "I am come to set a man at variance sgalnsl 

Ills father, and i lie daughter rgainst 1 ir mother, and t e d tighter^ 
in law aga'iust her mot In r-in-law. 

Duke xiv:26: "If any man come to me and sate m t his latin r. 
and mother, ami wife and children, and brethren and sisters, rag 
ami his own lite also, he cannot be my disciple' How does a'l 
this agree with the saying of Jesus: "I come to bring peace on 
earth and good will to men?" 

Two thousand years have ri lled away sir.ee it is ela med this 
"Prtnee of Peace" was on this earth; yet millions have been 
murdered in the name of Ills religion. Thi worst tyranny that 
has ever cursed Hie race has been Committed in the name oi 
the "Prince of Peace." Matthew x:;!4-.'lu Is a perfect picture of 



Christian civilization today. .Marital, family, church and state 
dissensions are the ord< r of the day— the rule rather than the 
exception. The Catholic priest hates the Protestant preacher, 
ami i a eh look on the other with contempt, as false teaci.ers de- 
ceiving the p e opl e. The sons who are at variance with fathers, 
and the daughters who are at variance with mothers, fill the 
pews of Christian churches. If a man or woman can be found 
who has not quisihned the wisdom of the sell ct on of a wife or 
husband, or nt ver regretted the alliance, they should be put in 
the museum for a show." And the famllifs who truly love 
their sons-in-law and daughters-in-law should be given through 
tickeis to the New Jirusaltin. and there will be no fear of them 
bdng crowded when tney get th<re. Vet it is proclaimed that 
Christ anity is a religion of Ia>vo. and its "God is love. ' It Is 
iii ord«r now for the cl« rical reconcilers to prove the Love of 
God to poor.suffering Italy. Dr. Dyman Abbott, the eminent 
preacht r. is qui ted as using these comforting words regarding the 
Italian earthquake: "While 1 hear the shrieks of the dying, the 
rear of the tarthquake, and the rush < f the tidal wave, I open 
my Hible and nad that Cod is our rtfuge and our strength, a very 
prawnt help in the time of trouble." Dr. Abbott, with true, 
Ribl ■ consistency, targets tin. the folks in Messina and the earth- 
quake districts did not have time to open their Hibles before t • 
LOTS of dial was manifestel to them; that thi Ir religion iC.it! «> 
llci forbad! them ranging the Hible. SCSI if they had had both 
time and MMsg they could not pad. at least the majority of 
them. If Dr. Abbott had been in the earthquake in Italy, he 
would have made tracks for anywhere to save him-elf fn.m his 
•Goi of Love." Hunting Hible texts midst the crush of the 
world and the roar of waters, would have been his last thought. 
Saving himself would have gang his only thOOght and aim. and 
unless In the Interest of truth. Dr. Abbott retracts what he says 
lu would have done If he had been in the earthquake, he should 
serve as President of the Annanias Club. Honor bright. Dr. 
Abbott, would you have tried to save your bacon or your Hible 
In that earthquake? Ni w. right now. is a good time to recon- 
cile John Ir: It, "God Is lovt," with Jeremiah sill: 14, "I will not 
pity, nor have mercy, but d es troy them,' and with I '» u - ronomy 
1 v : "J I . "The' Lord thy (iod is a consuming lire." 

The lir.-.t and second chapters cf Genes s are now accepted by 
millions of Christians as inert myth and legt ml. 

The six days of crt aliens is now known as six long creative 
periods or aeons. If tl is is so. what becomes of the Holy Sab- 
bath? If human' beings are to rest only a' the end if every six 
sunns, no wotidt r the manufactured machine is running the hu- 
man maeh'ne out of the market. If this be so. the Holy Sab- 
hath, with its Sunday-schools. s< rmons. ehuri'hes and collections, 
is an imposition on Christians, and a ci ntra diet Ion of the Hible 
statement that "the age of Mcthuselhh was M| years." and that 
he had died n few years after the flood." 

If that is true, where was Methuselah during the Mood ' 

lie was not in the ark He may have been an expert swimmer, 
or he may Inve wudul out. The Hible is silent on this point. 

Kvery line of literature by Christian authorities is apologetic. 
Tin re in ver was a time when the truth of the Christian religion 
was regarded as self evident . So great an apologi 1 as Cardinal 
Newman emphasizes the fact that ••intellectually. Christ iantt \ 
is not even defensible, and the gag of reason naturally engenders 
Unix lief." The whole system bag to be constant lv propped up 

bj lerasoni sad defensive works, ami all this benauss the In- 

OOMlsti nclt s, con' rad.cti uis ami impossibilities in the Holy 
Hible c.mnct be aeceptt d 0] rsa SOB and common s« n-> 

It is tin axiom thai Christianity Stands or falls with Christ. 
The American Republic has today a President whose religion 
denies the divinity of Christ, ami to the grS gtC Sl scholars of* 
our Cine the history of Jesus Christ, the man. is highly prob- 
lematical or entirely rejected. Suppose that Jesus was the oul> 
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begotten son of God, what becomes of the Bible text, .John xii 
And [, If I be lifted up trom the earth, will draw nil men unto 
myself?" The Bible says that Jesus was lifted up 2,000 years 
ago, and yet not one-tenth of the human beings who have been 
on the earth since then have ever heard of him, and a majority 
who have, do not believe In him. What is tne use of having 
tne Son of God as the world's Savior if he does not save, and has 
failed to keep his word .' 

All the explanations of the clerics of all ages have dismally 
faikd to reconcile the absurdities and imposs-ibiliticK printed in 
the Bible. The intellectual world today rejects the story of crea- 
tion, and Science has proved it to a myth. This foundation stone 
of the system being dislodged, the superstructure— the fall of man 



— the lib-woman — th" Virgin birth, and the Resurrection are 
tottering, an 1 will soon be a mass of ruins, p theological scrap- 
pile. Nothing can save the Christian system but absolute proof 
that woman was made irom Adam's rib; that the father of Jesus 
was u ghost, and that Je.sus arose from the dead. When it is 
proven that numan beings have immortal souls, and a heaven of 
happiness awaits the faithful, the whole human race will enter 
into the port of safety without the aid of priest or preacher. 

Mark ix:24 says: "I/ord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." 
This is the brand of belief in both pew and pulpit today, and 
Bible inconsistfncies are the cause of this state of the religious 
wi.rld. 

Versailles, Kentucky. 



MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



What is PBOFUTTf — MlM ABO Animals BOTH HAV1 

Pbopxbty. — Mo.nkv - Labojl.- Nbckmitiki 
I.i ni kh s. -Balaxck Cannot 
Be ICamtaihbd. 



(By Dr. A. Qausmsn.) 
Pbopkbty. It seems hardly necessary to say anything 
■bout the meaning of property, l>ut considering that such 
foolish definition! as "Property is theft," still find be- 
believers, it may not he mni^ to repeat here that property 
is the product of lnhor. Animals hare property; beat 

have their hives; ants their hills, hirda their nest-;. The 

property of persona may consiil in the natural articles, or 
money, which represent! all value.-. 

Considering the great importance of money, it is not 
surprising that it is the object of human desire, the idol 
igainst which even the Christian god lias to take a hack 
seat, in spite of all the protestation! of the believers, who 
profess to despise the content] tible mammon, hut cannot 
o without it. Instead i f hypocritically feigning indiffer- 
ence against the "filthy lucre", they might a* well admit 

the truth that money, nest to health, ir- indeed the most 
valuable possession on earth; it represents everything that 
human ingenuity has invented to contribute to happiness 
ami make life worth living. 

Apostles of the milleninm have frequently denounced 
the unequal distribution of m any as unjust und against 
the intention of god, hut whenever an attempt was made 
to run society on the principle of equality, it proved a dis- 
mal failure. There is no equality in this world, notwith- 
standing the Declaration of Independence, which -ays: 

"We hold tbeSC truths to he self evident, that all men are 
created e<|iial ; that they tire endowed hv their creator with 
certain inalienahle rights; that among these arc life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness." The hitter part of this 
passage is quite correct, hut the first one is a mistake. 
Tie truth is, that no two men are horn alike: they differ 
in physical and mental capacity, and their inalienahle 
rights would not help them much if they happened to he 



horn in Russia or any other despotic country. It is self- 
ex ident that unequal causes must produce unejual effects. 
Different abilities of individuals must necessarily he fol- 
lowed by different results of their lahor; one will gain 
more money than the other, and the use they make of it will 
vary according to their tastes and dispositions. We en- 
counter here the same original hiological principles which 
we found throughout the animal kingdom: the law of 
variation and adaptation in the struggle of existence and 
the survival of the fittest as the result. 

As the most important hiological law, which has the 
greatest effect upon the transformation of species, we found 
the law of inheritance; it applies as well to a community 
as to a single individual. A community (or nation) in- 
herits institutions, as government, standing army, law, re- 
ligion, etc., and also technical and scientifical accomplish- 
ments. A single individual enters this world naked aud 
helpless, the only point in which till men tire equal, hut eu- 
dowed with various natural gifts, physical and mental fac- 
ilities, which constitute useful or injurious qualities in the 
struggle of existence, lJut not only ure physical and men- 
tal traits or talents transmitted from the parents to the 
child, which alone must lead to different results in life, 

hut this inequality is heightened by another factor,— the 
inheritance of property. We see this same law in opera- 
lion aim m; the animal-; Kees may inhahit for generations 
the same hive, and leave always a supply of food for their 
progeny. The complicated conditions of human culture 
make it possihle for man to leave property in various 
shapes, or in money, which is identical with all values. To 
the social principle! enumerated ahove we must therefore 
add another, which reads: No two persons are horn alike, 
and no equality can obtain in earthly possessions. Nor is 
equality esannual or [ndiipensable for happiness. 

In view of the physical laws we must abandon till ideal 
istic hopes for absolute liberty, fraternity and equality in 
this world, and assign them to the realm of dreams. 

Defining die term, "littest to survive," great stress wa.- 
laid upon the fact that no moral significance whatever at- 
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taehos to it. Money represents materia] value at all times 
and at all places, but docs not imply the necessity of person 
al merits of the owner. A person inheriting a fortune has 
certainly done nothing to deserve it ; has not given society 
any equivalent in return, but this does not affect the value 
of his money, because it is absolutely impossible for society 
to repudiate its obligations to exchange the in itself worth 
less metal for the real necessities of life. Money is uni 
versally acknowledged by all civilized nations; only sav- 
ages with few wants can dis|>ense with its use, and exchange 
directly the products of their primitive industry. In dee' 
ing with the social question it is of the greatest importance 
to keep in mind this peculiarity of money, that it retains 
its power under all conditions, no matter how it may have 
been obtained. A Roman emperor is credited with saying 
in regard to an income from a very unsavory source: "NoO 
alet," it doea not stink. 

LabOB and C.witai.. As the inevitable result of the 
Unequal distribution of wealth, we rind the accumulation 
of great fortune! on one side and poverty on the other. 
Socialistic writers frequently treat this natural relation 
as two different subjects under the name of "'Labor and 
Capital." Knowing the true meaning of money, we must 
consider it synonymous with labor, and reject this separa- 
tion as unreasonable and unnatural. They cannot be sepa 
rated and much less l>e placed in opposition as two hostile 
factors of society. Capital is no well denned fixed entity; 
it runs from one cent upwards. It may be acquired by in- 
dustry or commerce, in which case society received an 
equivalent in material value, or by some illegitimate train 
action, when society receives no value in' return. As long 
as certain industries can be carried on to greater advantagi 
on a large scale it will remain so. The great technical en 

terpriscs of today require a large amount of organised labor 

and unless they are carried out under the system of en 
operative labor or by the State, which is the same on H 
larger scale, individual pluck and energy must be allowe,' 
to reap the profits if they take the risks. Concerning the 
illegitimate acquisition of capital, that is. accumulation of 
wealth or money for which society has not received any 
equivalent in return, and which is a dead loss, there is no 
other remedy except the abolishment of such institutions 
which afford an opportunity for obtaining a share of tin 
common wealth without giving any value in return. Such 
institutions are the government, the standing armies, an 1 
the church. The first named could not be dispensed with, 
but it can Ikj made less burdensome. Standing armies 
might be reduced to a small Contingent adequate to tli" 
limited warfare against savages, ami no physical necessity 
exists for the maintenance of the church. It could be aho! 
(shed entirely as soon as the evolution of reason has made 
sufficient progress among the masses. 



CHAPTER XI. 
Pbodcctivi a.m> Umfboduotivx Occupations. — Nxcse- 

Sl I I I S A N I > Ll XL1UKS. I.M POM 1 111 I. IT Y Of 

Balaxcixo PnODCCTIOfl axu COMSUMPTIOX. 

Nowithstanding the simplicity of the physical laws upon 

which the complex organization of society is based, they 
are still little understood, especially by those who arc most 
directly affected, the SO-Called working classes, that is, those 
performing manual labor. 

It is an absolute axiom that, for everybody that does not 
work himself, somebody else must work; that for every man 
who does not produce the necessities of life, some one else 
must do it. And it follows further that the sustenance of 
all such persons who do not contribute anything to tin 
material wealth of society, is a burden that must be borne 
by some one. 

Wo distinguish as useless all such occupations which 
neither contribute to the gratification of a necessity or a 
luxury of life, and owe their existence to the inheritance 
of institutions for which there is no longer a physical tie 
cessity, but only a moral one, consisting in transient whims 
and caprices of the people, or the low intellect and brutal 
instincts of the masses. 

As the most expensive and detrimental institution, we 
must consider the standing armies, which entail an enor 
moui loss for the nations that have to support them. To 
feed, clothe and shelter several hundred thousand men and 

furnish the expensive equipment of war, arms, smmuni 

lion, etc., requires an enormous amount of labor, for which 
no reciprocal service is rendered society, and which i.- no 
benefit to any one. But, as stated above, there is no nation 
yet that can afford to be without an army. All that they 
might possibly attain in this respect in Kurope would be 
the disarming of the civilized nations, who together could 
force the barbaric nations, Russians and Turks, to do the 
same. Hut the bulk of all the nations is still too ignorant 
and brutal to permit the prediction of such a movement for 
the near future. The armies required to conquer savages 
and introduce civilization by force, which is the only way 
it lias ever been introduced, would not be large and no great 
burden. How ignorant people are in regard to the burden 
imposed upon them by the maintenance of a large army, 
is shown by the curious argument which one hears not in- 
frequently, that it helps to bring money among the people. 
True enough, but where does the money come from I Al 
ways from the people, who must perform a certain amount 
of work to get it. back. Kxactly so much work BJ it re 
quires to earn the money that noes to support the armv, is 
lost for the person who pays; ho does not receive any benefit 
from it. Supposing the soldiers were merely fed and 
clothed, without having any arms or doing any duty, the 
loss would be less than now, the labor necessary to produce 
the material of war being saved, lint supposing that every 
person enlisted in the army was devoting his energies to 
productive labor, what would 1h> the result | The same 
amount of money would represent a larger quantity of 
actual value, that is. necessities and luxuries of life. The 
objection that there was no opportunity for employing the 
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idle hands is simply absurd, because the population lias 
been steadily increasing and with it the army, showing that 
there was room for additional numbers. There ii no other 
possibility for the application <>f hnnian labor ami industry 
but nature. When the extreme limit of product ivcuc^ 
baa been reached, further increase will be impossible. 

XeM to standing armies in regard to costliness and use 
lessnesa come the governments. What an enormous burden 
i- the support of so many princely houses in Europe, for 
which the people do not receive any equivalent in return f- 
even the onerous duty of governing, making laws and 



superintending their execution, being no longer incumbent 
upon the scions of the riding families. Changing names 
does not alter facts, — republican governments an often 
just as expensive, and even mora so. The unwieldy ma 
chincry of civil government, the courts of justice, etc., ar.-* 
synonymous witb a grant loss of labor, and though govern 
men! cannot be dispensed with, it might he much reduced 
and simplified, if people would learn to better understand 
and observe the laws of society, instead of following im 
plicitly their short-sighted egoism, 

(To Ik; continued. | 



Ex-Clergymen s Correspondence Bureau 



(B? A. J. Clausen.) 
Since the beginning of my work as Na- 
tional Orgai.izer for t he Philosophical Bible 
Class, 1 have received letters trom a num- 
ber of clergymen who have turned from 
the disgraceful business of living by 
spreading falsehood and fraud. We need 
their lalx>r and they need our sympathy 
and respect, and we are abundantly able 
to render both, as we outnumber all re- 
ligious, superstitious sects in the I'nited 
States. But owing to indifference for or- 
ganization, we are no better to the honest 
cl> rgymcn than a desert would be to hiin. 
This is wrong, and a strong reason for 
clergymen to remain in tie ir churches 

and s pr ead superstition and falsehood, 

rather than starve for being l.onest and 
telling the truth to the people. It is to 
the scholarly clergy we are most indebted 
for much hard work in clearing up the root 
and foundation of religious mystification. 

If we would do our duty as faithfully as 
do the Ignorant and superstitious people, 
as they see It, clerical frauds would soon 
come to an end. .lust think how many 
otiurches the re are with but a few families 
to keep each of them going, while Free- 
thinkers In many places outnumber the 
church people ten to one; and these very 
Freethinkers are held up to help support 
tuese Institutions of superstitions, with 
which Ibey do not sympathize in the least. 
If the amount of money paid Into the 
churches by Freethinkers was used to pay 
for the services of a man who would teach 
tln ir own doctrines, this country would 
look different from what it does now, and 
our Republic would not be threatened with 
a displacement for a monarchy, as it Is 
now. In the Interest of rich plutocrats and 
a corrupt clergy. 

We must wake up and organize. i he 

plate s are- determined to displace our Re- 
public for a monarchy, and to suppress 
education 'o keep the people in ignorance 
in order to maintain their power as lords 



of the land. The orthodox clergy is heart 
and hand with them to bring about the 
s ine OondltlOM, in order to force the 
people dOWB upon t «-lr knees before them, 
.Meanwhile, tin' intelligent people are shirk- 
ing from thedr duty te> counteract by edu- 
cation the criminal work going on to put 
an end to our republican liberties. 

Wake up, frlmds; wake up, before It Is 
toe> late! I will do what little I can to 
serve you by conducting an K.x-Clergyuien's 
Bureau, where ex-clergymen can file their 
wants and Liberals can file their needs for 
local lecturers. In this way I hope to be 
able> to bring about a eorre's|>ondence bo 
i we i n the people in seed e»r s ii.cal lecturer 
and tie lecturers who are in readiness te> 
serve them. I am depending em the Liberal 
press of the country to do the advertising 

free, as I am eloing my work fre e for the 
gex>d of us all. 
St. Ansgar, Iowa. 



EX-CLERGYMEN'S CORRESPONDENCE 
BUREAU. 

Kx-cu irgyn m desiring to correspond with 

Liberal societies Contemplating to engage 
a local lecture r, can notify this Bureau free 
of charge. 

Liberal soctetlei desiring to eafiespond 

with Liberal lecturers with a view to se- 
cure one to serve' as a leoal lecturer, can 
BOtify this Bureau free of charge. 

Always enclose a SOtfaddroSQSd Sad 
stamped envelope for a re-ply. 

Prof. A. J. CLAU1BN, Ph. I). M. D.. 

St. Ansgar. Iowa. 



REFLECTIONS ON THE DEBATE. 

Blade Writer G.ves Expression of His 
Opnion Concerning the Journey 
and Its Results. 

(By Warren s. Dean.) 

It was gratifying to me as a lover of 



reason and truth, to learn from the pen 
of our Editor, and the proceedings of his 
elebate at Canal Dover, Ohio, between 
himself and the Kev. L. S. Keyser; spec- 
ially so that part where the Rev. Doctor 
lost his temper and was hissed by the 
audience. But what a contrast there must 
have been between those debaters,— one 
putting truth and reason forward In regard 
to Lincoln's Kreet bought views, and being 
hissed by the audience; he coming back 
with proof to substantiate his assertions, 
and challenged a repetition,— while the 
Rev. lXictor acknowledged his error, and 
admitting he had done wrong. 

Also, note the marked contrast In the 
Preparation of that debate: The Free- 
thought advocate simply bringing his intel- 
ligent, individualist views forward, that 
was based on natures laws, man's brain 
and handiwork; while the orthodox shep- 
henl's preparations consisted in giving a 
month's revival (drunk from the dregs of 
superstition) to their (locks for the purpose 
Of blindfolding the mental faculties or 
any aiid all, to hseg then from discovering 
the' true merits in the remarks of the advo- 
cate of Kreet bought . 

it does not seem iiosslble that any part 
e>f an audience that "professes" to be "in- 
telligent" would allow (he-ir mental facul- 
ties to be come' so blunted as t > blind them 
te» the absurdities and contradictions that 
ancient traditions (ignorance) impose on 
their minds. Many or them seem unable 
to discover the- gross contrast between the 
so-called holy history on the one hand, and 
plant life and many useful and beaut lful 
things for human needs, which many or 
them are engaged In training, jointly with 
the rorcis and laws or nature, on the other 
hand; and they seem almost unable to 
discover or realize the marked contrast 
between the profSSSSd Piety and goodncs* 
or orthejeiox priesthe>od prete nsions, and 
tln ir known acts or past and present times. 

Ami last, wl:at a marked contrast be- 
twecn that I'lass e>f people* who spend one 
day in seven in prayers and slavish suppli- 
cations to an unknown being, while during 
the ether six days they are In numerous 
Ways welding their 
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all things, to hold and extend their power 
10 enslave the human mind. While on the 
other hand, the great body of people who 
are trying in their numerous ways to give 
and do something to better conditions and 
make more happimss in this life's work: 
who realize whatever good and useful pro- 
duction conies to them, comes solely thro- 
ttle works of nature and the inn lltgent ef- 
torts of the brain and hand of useful nu- 
man endeavor. What a great pity it is 
that the great body ot people could not 
know and distinguish not only the marked 
contrast between two debaters on the 
platform, but also to that far greater ques- 
tion: Who and what party is upholding 
Ignorance, delusions and falsehoods of old? 
And give them to understand they will be 
justly despised by those who an-, or wish 
to be mentally honest, by making them 
prove their assertions by the true stan- 
uards of the KNOWN expert* nee in this 
world s life. 
Delhi, N. Y. 



WHAT IS A FREETHINKER? 

Discussion upon Remarks of J. Frantz, 
which Appeared in Blade Columns. 

(By A. K. Wade.) 
I thought when I commenced to corre- 
spond with professed Freethinkers through 
the press and otherwise, that I had found 
a people who were not sectarian or bigot- 
ed, and who were open to conviction when- 
•Ter the truth was made plain to iheir un- 
derstanding. I am moved to write this by 
an article In the last issue of the Blade, by 
J. Frantz, in reply to .John Maddock, on 
the Materialist attitudes. 1 leave Brother 
Maddock to reply to the justice of exclud- 
ing him from the organisation, as he may: 
1 only intend to give him a few facts, pre- 
suming, of course, that he "has sense 
enough to distinguish between a fact and 
a fable." 

First: Is it not a tact that Abraham Lin- 
coln, our martyr President. frequent l\ re- 
sorted to a noted Spiritualist for counsel 
and advice, when he was about to issue 
"«j famous Kinancipation Proclamation? A 
full account of the whole proceeding may 
be found In a book published by .Mrs. Net- 
tle Colburn Maynard in LS!H, under Un- 
title. "Was Abraham Lincoln a Spiritual- 
ist?" The gOMHtlfBOM of l.er testimony 
is verified by Mark Pomerov. Francis U. 
Carpenter, K. D. N. Southworth and Simon 
P. Chase. Again, Bro. Frantz has no 
doubt read of Joan of Arc, who "heard 
voices," and was thereby led to tnke com- 
mand of the French army, and a.s long M 
she was obedl.nt to these voices, she led 
the army on to victory and crowned their 
King. Is not this a matter of history, or .s 
it a "fable?" 



We read a very interesting book, not 
long ago written by Helen Bingham, en- 
titled "The Irish Saint. ' The book is said 
to be an authentic account of a poor, little 
Illiterate Irish girl, who could neither read 
nor write, and who heard voices telling her 
what to do in nearly every affair of lite. 
The boys called her "Holy Ann," because 
she always addressed this unseen oeing 
as her "Father." When thev would lose 
anything they would always go to Ann 
and ask her to get it. She would go to her 
room and "walk up to a corner with her 
c\es closed, and In her simple way she 
would say, 'Father, wfurc is it?' and after 
standing a moment or two in silence, she 
would turn around and go directly to the 
spot where the article was." 

Mrs. Baker G. Fddy, the founder of t.ne 
Christian Science sect, also heard voices 
calling her name, according to her biogra- 
pher, and she retired from the busy world 
for a space of three years for meditation 
and "spirit illumination, when she wrote 
her book. Health and Science and Key to 
the Scriptures.'' Now it is a fact, as much 
so as any sworn testimony in court, that 
hundreds of i>ersons have been healed of 
"all maniur of diseases' by simply reau- 
ing that book. 

Doubtless, Bro. Frantz is well versed in 
all the material sciences, such as Astron- 
omy, Geology, etc., but knows nothing 
about Christian Science, or Spiritualism, 
hence he is all "one sided" in his knowl- 
edge of the universe. My object In belong- 
ing to the Freethinkers is to reason on 
tneee questions, in order that we may as- 
certain all the tacts and so be able to 
come to a correct "knowledge of the truth" 
in the matter. 

The greatest obstacle in the way of 
progress is these narrow sectarian parties 
that claim that they "know the truth" and 
MbOdy OM tnafll them anything. Of such 
"churches or "associations.' be they ortho- 
dox or heterodox. Spiritualist or Material- 
ist. I bare no use, if they will not allow 
me to proclaim what 1 believe are the facts 
or the truth. 

i'rbana. 111. 

FI3LE LESSON. — WISE OR OTHER- 
WISE. 

(By The Chaplain.) 

Whan the world was young and Ignorant 
a little Jewish maid, 

Kspoused to one named Joseph, a carpen- 
ter by trade. 

Cot full of pure religion and. running 
somewhat wild. 

Met a holy ghost one night.— the conse- 
quence a child. 

The liason of Mary and the ghost was 
never known 



Till she reaily couldn't help it —'twas very 

plainly shown; 
And then her lover Joseph, got rattled in 

his mind. 

And thought he'd lire Mary— ltave her far 
behind. 

But Joseph was religious, believed in fairy- 
dreams; 

So when the angel of the Ix>r.l appeared in 

■let ping scenes 
And told him 'twas a holy ghost that came 

Trom heaven above, 
He woke to tind Lis troubled brains were 

once more filled with love. 

MORAL: 

Snould your Sunday girl get busy, as dear 

Alary did of yore, 
Don't get your gun to working to settle 

such a score; 
Strange things might once more happen in 

the flight of Father Time— 
Your girl might be a virgin, and her kid 

be called divine. 
San Francisco. Calif. 



TIME. | 

(By Julia C. Coon.) 
Roll on. O Time, with steady sweep, roll 
on; 

The ages rear a record to thy hand. 

The earth, once young and with her virtue 

cn.wned, 
Now shows thy heavy mark. 
Before thy scythes have forests bent, while 

on iheir track 
The grain fields wave afar. 
Rivers have come, have gpn<>. have come 

again, 

And e en the rocks cry to us of thy weight. 
Roll on, O Time, you only hold our hope. 
Tis you alone can right dull Krror's sway, 
And shrivel, like the leaves, dark False- 
hood's power. 
R< II on. O Time, along the centuries, roll. 
Tis you shall place mankind on his estate. 

Roll on. O struggling numan tide, roll on; 
Thy hopes, thy aims make up the sum of 
life. 

i by briny tears have made the ocean 
salt. 

Ami is there one among the multitude 
But sells his birthright for a mess of pot- 
tage? 

But barters truth and peace, yea life itself. 
For shallow myths and hope of other 
w. rids'.' 

But kt eels in dust to gods and "holy writ." 
And knows noi Reason's power'.' 
Victims of priest and pope, men cringe — 
Weaklings who never try their strength. 
Roll on, t) human tide, the doom of ages 
Must pass away, ami \ ield to truth tier 
throne. 
Bartow, Fla. 
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GIBBONS OH SCIENCE AND RELIGION. 



Cardinal Gibbons has been interviewed to the extent 03 
over a column, and the .secular prew has made a rush for 
his fulminations. When a man of god speaks, he is sup- 
poted to .speak with authority, but iu this instance certain 
elements appear which suggest thai it was the glory of the 
church, the enhancement of the privilege and power of its 

priesthood, and not the happiness and liberty of the com- 
mon people, that induced the ( 'ardinal to take his pen in 
hand, or rattle off a dictation to his typewriter. 

But in any event, Cardinal Gibbons has spoken. lie 
does not shower upon the breast the gleaned wealth of 
antiquity, nor attempt to "unspherc the spirit of Plato," 
but he essays the role of a moral and social oensor, unmind- 
ful of the fact that the great body of the American people 

give little or no heed to the decreet, of the church. The 

object and purpo-c of the interview was to ascertain from 
liim an DTprOMion as to how far the modern isms bad |M-n- 

ei rated the Roman hierarchy, and their effect* upon the 

Roman Catholic congregations. The Cardinal asserts 
that these have had no visible effect upon any department 
Of his church. And yet, the very fact thai a necessity was 
felt for an interview upon such a subject, and the very 
fact that the Cardinal talked, indicate! thai such I possi- 
bility exists, and while the Bomiafa church may withstand 
the ipirit of liberality and progress longer and more suc- 



cessfully than its Protestant offshoots, yet the church that 
will not progress, keep np with the spirit of the age, must 
perish, and this will lie the fate of all who stand in the 
way. 

"The church fosters and encourages every department 
<•{ science; but just because she is the friend of true science, 
.-he is opposed to all false pretensions of science. There is 
as much difference between true and false science as there 
is between authority and despotism, liberty and license." 

So declares 'ardinal Qibbons in his interview. And 
since when has the Catholic Church beoOBM the friend of 
Science | Since when lias the Catholic Church fostered 
and encouraged Science ( When Science was in its in- 
fancy, still in its swaddling clothes, did the Catholic Church 
foster and encourage the babe I If so, how I By burning 
wiih green wood, and by torturing those who did foster, 
encourage and teach it I The crowning glory of Science 
came iu the century last past, when it. demonstrated the 
indestructibility of matter, and for this the Church has 
never forgiven Science, because it took its peraonal god out 

of the universe and established the law of cause and effect 
a- Bgainal special creation. Neither Cardinal Cibbous, or 
his church, would foster and encourage any department of 
science, unless it could Ik; shown that by so doing the 
church would derive material aid and benefit therefrom. 
The Cardinal even goes so far as to admit this when he 
said, further: 

• When she, (the church) hears a man or woman ad- 
vancing some crude theory at variance with the received 
doctrines of revelation,- with the existence of God, for 
example, or his superintending providence, etc., * * * 
she knows that his or her assumptions must be false because 
she knows that (iod*s revelation must lie true." 

Here may we see the dogmatism of the church person! 
tied. Place before a man like Cardinal Gibbous, any fact, 
no matter how certain may be its demonstration, and if it 
is in the slightest contlict with his ideas of revelation, he 
will ignore the fact, refuse to receive it, and still refusfl 
lo critically examine his alleged revelation. Put what 

revelation has any god madel And to whom revealed! 

Sun lv it will not lie contended that the book called tin 

Bible c ntains the sum and substance of a god's revelation 

to man. portraying the plans and concepts of the infinite! 
True and false in Science! Aye, ju-t as there be the 
true ami the false in all things, even in the churches of all 
denominations. The true science is to be found outside 
of and independent of the church. The false exists onlv 
where the church permits. For centuries the church has 

been teaching a false science, ami it is still teaching it until 

this day. It has been and is now the policy and purpose 
of the church to so contort science as to make it fit, as far 
as that be possible, with the teachings of the church coii- 

oe ruing god's power ami revelation. Beoogniaing the 

forces <d" scientific thought, the church at first opposed. 
Repealed v ictories brought the church to its semes, and 
with unwilling heart it accepted as much as it. dare and 
only that which would enable it to maintain its OTthodo .' 
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pretensions intaet, and yet appear before the world as be- 
ing liberal in its attitude towards seience. The church 
still prays for rain when it knows that prayer will DO" 
produce rain. That is unscientific. It may tit with 
revelation, but it does not tit in with science. The church 
prays for power, and yet it knows that power can alone be 
obtained by and through the number of its adherents. The 
church sells indulgences am! grants dispensation*, well 
knowing that it is committing a larceny upon the pockel 
of the people. 

The Cardinal proceeds to expound the attitude of the 
church, of the gospels and of Paul concerning women, 
alleging that these regarded her and taught thai the wa» 
the "peer of man in origin and destiny" and in "redemption 
by the blood of Christ."' This is tine talk, my Cardinal, 
but the one trouble with it is, that it is not true. The 
bible does not give to woman the same origin as man. 
.Neither is she made the peer of man by the gospels or b*' 
Paul. We are somewhat afraid that it has been M Ion;; 
since the Cardinal has read his bible that he has actually 
forgotten what it does say. Put when he denounces di- 
vorce, and terms all divorcees who marry again, as "polyg 
amists and bigamists," he is bringing himself in conflict 
with "•revelation," which he started out to defend. The 
Old Testament, by implication, restricts the possession of 
one wife only to the Bishops of the church. Every Free- 
thinker can tell the Cardinal what Paul taught about 
women, how she must ask her husband if she wants to know 
anything, and to be and remain subjeet to their husbands 
in all things. As a matter of fact, Paul places man as 
far above woman as Christ is said to bo above man, and 
if the Cardinal thinks this is being the "peer" <»f man, he 
is far from understanding the meaning of the term. 

The church is fixed in its mentality. All science is 
progressive. The intellectual attitude of chuivh members 
is determined for them, not by them. The man of science 
changes his concepts at will, always and ever guided by 
physical facts. The senses of man stand between him and 
natural phenomena. They stand between him and the 
external world, and the world of thought. He takes his 
facts from Nature and transfers them bodily to the domain 
of the mind. lie looks at them, compares them, observes 
their mutual relations and connections, ever bringing I hem 
clearer before his mental eye until he is able to settle upon 
the cause which unites them. This is Science. On thu 
other hand, the church insists upon a formula of belie!' 
from which there is no escape, no alternative. This is 
religion. Science and religion are opposite. Religion 
has never aided Science, and Science can give no aid to 
religion. 

INVENTION AND GOD. 

Orthodox ideals are being shattered on every hand by 
the onimpassioned and Independent assaults of science and 

education. The rainbow is no longer believed in is a ligfl 

of promise, for men know that the rainbow has appeared 

upon the sky ever since the sun's light rays were deflected 



through water prisms in the atmosphere. Not one bible 
believer in ten really accepts the orthodox version of the ori- 
gin of the rainbow. And yet this portion of the bible text 
must he as much inspired as any other portion, no more 
ami no less. 

The first great invention was a bow and arrow. The 
next was the invention of fire, God had absolutely nothing 
to do with either. With a how and arrow the first important 
weapon of offense and defense, man became in reality 
master over the bsestl of the field. Before this, man was 
hut a beast himself, little removed from brute domain, and 
frequently engaged in a contest with other beasts for the 
exercise of tome personal right The how ami arrow gave 
him power, almost at will, to bring the birds of the air at 
his feet, to subdue by death the most powerful and most 
dreaded of all his four-footed compeers. Not until this 
moment did man actually become "lord of creation," but 
he was still a heast. He still ate raw tlesh and raw roots. 
His diet was much like that of other bssujtS, biped and quad- 
ruped. Hi' was now able to compter them, but he was 
not far above them. There lurked within him, however, 
the possibilities of more ipeedy development, waiting an 
opportunity. Step by step the change. The process was 
■low and painful. The history of the development and 
growth has been writ ti n only in blood with the pen of the 
suffering. Each successive organism climbed higher only 
h\ ■tending upon the corpse of its weaker brother. This 
is natural history. 

Now came the invention of fire, and at one mighty 
bound man leaped Pom his humble surroundings to the 
pinnacle of success, lie could now cook his food and he uo 
longer ate it raw. A line was drawn between man and the 
brute. Across that line no brute has ventured, and man 
had taken the first great step toward civilization. Still 
god had oaughl to do with human affairs. It was the resu't 
of human effort ah ne. From that day, innumerable inven 
lions and discoveries have heen made, but at no stage does 
the hand of any god become risible. 

Then let it he asked: Of what use or benefit is god to 
man? Why should man lie asked to worship him, pay him 
homage, when he has done nothing fo* man? The fact-' 
in development reveal a glorious history of man's upward 
growth. The doctrine of s|>ecial creation as taught by 

christian theology, suggest a miserable failure, a fiasco 

invented and designed by deity. It were charitahh indeed, 
to iay of any deity, that Christian teachings are not true, 
a libel on the character and intelligence of the deity they 
worship. Man's progress, being unaided of god, man can 
well afford t<> continue to ignore god in all undertakings . 
Convince intelligent men and women of this fact, and the 
OCOUpation of hired preachers will disappear. They are SJ 
UM'less as barnacles on the hull of a ship. They are as 
necessary ai mosquitoes and of about equal value to human 
ity. Their mission is to teach a lie against nature, to sup 
press truth, to distort fact, and try to force an acceptance 
of themaelvM as accredited representatives of a god that 
does not and cannot exist. 
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There is liu god, but ignorance still trembles at the 
sound of a meaningless ami empty word. 

Then is no god, and priests, preachers aud politician- 
combine t<> propagate a myth ior pe r s on al profit. 

There is uo god, and the race will be happier when the 
knowledge aud a proper understanding oi that iact bu 
eomea more universal 

(jlod is a mere invention, born of ignorance. 

To COMMUNICATE WITH MASS. 

During the mouth oi July, this year, the planet Aiar- 
will be neare' to the earth by about live millions of uiih-s 
than it has ever been before, or is likely to be again, and 
this approaching proximity of the ruddy planet is moving 
the studculo of astronomy to a serious and painstaking at 
tempt at communication with its inhabitants, ii' the plane! 
really be inhabited by sentient beings. 

Last year the Llade published a number oi articles pro 
and eon upon the subject oi Mars, and the discussion all or- 1 
ed some interesting reading. The writers diliered in 
their opinions concerning the habilability of our solar 
neighbor, its capabilities oi sustaining sentient life, and ail 
gave good reasons ior the theories advanced. However tbut 
may be, ii it is possible to properly conduct the experiments 
proposed, some interesting scientilie data may be adduced. 
-No one interested in such matters, can question, or entertain 
the slightest doubt, concerning the importance oi' such an 
undertaking, and it is to be hoped that an opportunity wiJ 1 
be given to try it 

Several leading astronomers have suggested irom time to 
time, different means and methods of trying to OOtnmuni 
cate with Alars. (Jamille h laniwariou, the Trench thco- 
rizer, has w'itten upon the subject, and that staid aslrou 
omer, iSir iiobert Uall, discussed it seriously enough to 
point out many of the diliiculties that would be encountered 
Ever since JSehiaparelli discovered the channels, or canal-, 
upon the surface of Alars, we have made rapid and great 
progress in learning ino'e facts about our celestial neighbor. 

Prof .Tdward (J. Pickering, of Harvard University, 
suggests a series of heliographie signalling through stellar 
space, by means of giant revolving mirrors, and he esti 

nates the cost of the experiment at $iu,oou,oou. Even 

X the results of the effort wen- to spell failure, yet it would 
i»ot altogether be a waste of money, for the experiments 
fould certainly discJose something new. It would mean 
(hat a .-tep had been actually taken in an effort to eonununi 
*te with .Mars, or her people, if she have any, and were n 
message oi' some sort to be Hashed back to earth, tin 
t'iumph ol science would be made complete and a perma- 
nent conquest of superstition would be afforded, 

'1 he proposed plan is to arrange a series of minors so aa 
to present a single reflecting surface towards the plain I. 

These mirron are to be attached i<» one great axis set par- 
allel to the axis of the earth; to run the mirrors by mean! 
of a motor, and so timed as io make one complete revolu 



tion every twenty-four hours. In order to reflect a luffic 
lent quantity of light to att'act the attention of any people 
mi Mais, these mirrors would have to be set over an area 
of a quarter of a mile, and even then, assuming the exiatence 
of people on Mars to see the signal, it could not be seen 
with the naked eye; hence, this experiment must pre 
suppose that the Martians are in poss ession of some DM 
ehanical contrivance, similar to our telex-opes, to bring di 
taut objects within the radius of vision. This would p r e 
sent I he appearance of a small point of light on the surfac- 
ed' the earth, and by using a series of dots and dashes, or 
some other characters, furnishing a change from one to the 
other, it would attract the attention of the Martians, and 
h ad to an answering signal of some sort. If such an answer 

could be received it would soon become an easy matter to 
establish a code for transmitting messages. 

With the rapid advances now being made in wireless 
telegraphy, there comes the possibility, remote it may b<-, 
that some time in the future, if it be successfully proven 
that Mars is inhabited, a more specific means of eonununi 
cation may be established, and a friendly oonveraation 
with the Martian people indulged in. That Alars has an 

atmosphere capable of sustaining life, is not questioned. 

It is also known that it enjoys a mild and equable climate 
It is also admitted that it supiK>rts vegetation. There is 
no doubt but what abundant water exi-ts upon its surface. 
Under such conditions, it is not improbable, or impossible, 
thai sentient life may also exist upon its surface. Many 

utronomera believe this. Percival Lowell, of Boston, has 

devoted his life and his fortune to investigating this planet 
lie has built an extensive observatory at Flagstaff, Arizona, 
from which he has patiently studied it. He expresses the 
firm belief that Mars is inhabited, and Prof. Pickering, who 
now wishes to undertake this experiment of signalling 
agrees with him. Prof. Hough insists that Mars is not only 
inhabited by a race of people similar to ourselves, but that 
they are one million years advanced beyond us in intelli- 
gence. 

Hut let us suppose that communication be established 

with Mar- and unquestioned proof secured of its habitation, 

what is to become of the Christian scheme of salvation, and 

it- atonement of blood I It will prove a serious blow to 
bible cosmogony. Modern interpretations of the Geneaeh 
creation will have to undergo reconstruction in order to 
conform with the newly discovered truths. \\'c could also 

anticipate what would happen to .lehovah, for here would 
be a people of which he had absolutely no knowledge. 

ETthnologista neve discovered whole races and type- of 

men of which the bible makes no mention, and if god, when 
inspiring his bible writers, overlooked these, it could not 
be expected that he was aware of any people living on Mar-. 

I'm the people of earth in communication with the people 
of Mar-, and there will be considerable wriggling in the 
Christian pulpits. The Ifartiam may have another slury 
concerning these things, but it i- hw far fet. -lad a theory 

to a — nine that they would have the same god myths, and the 
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same story of a crucified savior. It may be that the Mar 
tiaus never got that bad II to need a redeemer. It may In- 
dia! pod, if there is one, made them of different clay, in a 
different mold, Uut come what will, if the experiment is 
attempted, it is bound to prove dillltrOUl to Christian 

theology. 

BDITOBIAI POTPOUB1 

With thii issue we oommenoe the eighteenth volume of 
the Blade, and we hope to stick to it for another eighteen 
vol nines, or more. 

» * * 

Parker II. Sereombe, editor of Tomorrow, is now OH I 

lecturing tour in the east. 

* * * 

In the advocacy of the principles of Krcct bought there 
must be no falling back. Duty demands that we press 
onward ami forward. The cohorts of senseless -upersti- 

tion still exercise i devilish power over some of the people. 

* * # 

Keep the Paine Centennial in your mind's eve. The 

date is drawing near and those in charge of the program 

will need all the help thev . an gel t ike it a success, 

* » * 

My a careful study of Judge Ladd's article in our last 

issue we may he aUe to realise the necessity of an elongated 

purse to meet the enormous cost of govenunnt in America. 

* * * 

Under sectarian rivalry one-half of orthodox believer* 

inherit theological prejudices which they do not underpin I 
and the other half are made the dupes of mountebanks an I 
charlatans, falling into every ditch which a foolish Super- 
stition digs for their feet 

* # * 

The great majority of men in all highly civilized conn 
tries have small regard for the church; they take no though 
of her doctrines, and give small heed to her petitions; they 
seek truth in science rather than in revelation, and the 
church, in her senile ignorance, fails to realise how stu- 
pendous tins amy is getting to lie, ami the effect it will 

produce on all religious organizations* 

* * * 

Christians point the finger at Doubting Thomas, hut it 

was evidence for truth he sought, and the world would be 
made still wiser and better did we have more to follow hi- 
example in-trad of blindly following the gonfalon of 

theological quacks. 

* * # 

The soul of Joe FetVOlino, the New York detective, who 

was assassins ted at Palermo, Italy, by supposed members 
of the Bliek Hand, is now expected to rest in peace. At 
a cost of (450, a candle has been made for him, which is to 
lie placed in the Roman Catholic cathedral in New York, 
aial allowed to hum it-elf out. The candle i- nine feel 
high, and i- three feet six inches in circumference. It 
weighs 178 pounds, and is embossed with II karat gold. 



It it estimated that by burning continuously night and day 
it will last nearly five years. Poor fools! One century 
hence the world will know not that doe Petrosino ever 
lived, and the candle will be forgot long before that. 

# * » 

Preachers advocate religion for what there is in it, and 

the credulous rapport it because they refuse to think. 

# # * 

• There are seven thousand students in the colleges of 
California, ami there is not enough religion in the whole 
to save a rat, if a rat was a subject of salvation." This 
i- not OUT statement, gentle reader, but a statement made 
by Rev, W. K. Vaughn, of the Golden State, while ad 
dressing a convocation of Methodist Episcopal minister*, 
recently, at Atlanta, Georgia. We sincerely hope it is 
true, for it means a great deal more to posterity than ap- 
pear- on the surface. Education destroys religion. This 
preacher, however, used the statement a- an irgumenl in 
favor of more strenuous work along religious lines for the 
benefit of his profession. It is doubtless distressing to th- 
clergy to see such an army of educated young men slipping 
fl their clutches. 

# * # 

Prof. Paul Baupt, author of the Polychromic Bible, and 
Dean of the Oriental Languages at the John Hopkhv 

University, in a recent address before the American 
Oriental Society, of New Fork, denied that die Red c ea 
ever parted to permit the Israelite! out of Egypt; denied 
that Lot's wife was turned to a pillar of salt, and denied 
that Moses, or any other man. ever talked to god. A' 

though professing to remain a christian. Prof. Baupt is 
treading upon dangerous ground. As an orient.*! scholar, 
the professor knows the origin of many of the bible tale-, 
and his familiarity with natural phenomena, hi- knowledge 

of Egyptian topography, together with the derivation >. 

Hebrew names, impels his unbelief. In Christian eyes 
this is no greal crime, but the criminality consists in giving 
exp'ession to the unbelief ami the reasons for it. 

# * * 

The true history of Freethought forms ; i large pro 
portion of all we can know ami enjoy of civil a*. 1 religious 
liberty. Its principles are such as have always attracted 
the loftiest minds and boldest characters. In its organ 
izations, Freethought has refused to make any compromise 
with sacerdotalism along the lines of conscience. Bier 
defenders could not be deflected from the path of duty ami 
honor by the frown of authority or the blandishments of 
corruption. The path of its advocates has led oftener into 
exile than into favor, oftener to the dungeon and tin 
slake than to public reception-. Under its searching gaze 
the shackles have fallen from the human mind and divine 

rights have shrunk to the mean things they now appear. 

W herever a battle was to be fought for human liberty, a 
forlorn hope to be led, or a mine braved for conscience 
sake, or when the blood of martyrdom was needed as a tes 

timony to truth, be? advocates have furnished them. 
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. .Our next issue will contain another splendid article from 
the pen of .Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, on bible literature. 
As a writer and a criiic, .Mrs. Henry lias few equals, an<l 
the reader:- of the Blade are fortunate indeed to have ;m 
opportunity of reading after her, 
# * * 

In MUM instances the world may appear to he a cruel 
mother to her most deserving children. Those who court 
the many- headed monster, who filter its rank hreath, ami 
to its idolatries how the patient knee, may materially pros- 
per for a season, hut sooner or later it will trample them 
lieueath its brutal heel. l!ut those who take duty for their 
guiding .-tar and are strong enough to withstand the gibes 

of malice ami the jeen of ignorance, will find that the jean 
are seldom unjust. 



Tomorrow Magazine has made its appearance in a new 
form, approaching closely to the size and style >f the Blade 
pages. The last issue is for January, February and March, 
thereby enabling its publishers to bring it up to date. It 
OOntaini in abundance of good reading matter from the 
j>en of Sercombe, himself, and its regular contributors. 
Tomorrow has just completed the fourth year of its exist- 
ence, and the Hlade wishes for it a greater success in the 
years to come. 



Parker Sercombe, editor of Tomorrow, who lias 
been devoting himself to the production of his an 
nounced book, advises the Blade that his work is now 
on the press and will shortly be ready for delivery. 
From the sample copy of the pages submitted we 
bespeak for it a cordial reception, and our readers 
are referred to the quotation therefrom which Bp- 
pears on another page as showing the trend and 
character of this latest literary effort of the Chicago 
philosopher. 

• • • • 

Ancient custom and belief are rapidly hastening 
toward their final setting and the world now know- 
that there is no hideous devil who makes it a business 
to bargain for human souJs, neither is there a god 
with whom such a devil could drive a trade. 

• • • • 

Kver since boys began to be and they were able to rend 
from printed iypes, the youthful mind, filled with the love 
of adventure and deeds of daring, has turned to novel 
of a daring character. This demand naturally bronchi 
on a goodly supply, and who has not watched ;i boy stand 
ing at. the window of some hook-store eagerly devouring 
the front pages of dime novels! Well, now cot mm Mrs. 
E. C. Knapp, a well-known Sundsy-Sohool worker, of Dc 
troit, Michigan, who urges the boys to turn their back* 
upon "Diamond Dick" and "Roaring Pete," and to read 
the bible, which she declares is "teeming with deeds and 
events every hit as exciting as the ingeniously concocted 
adventures of the nickel novel hero." Mrs. Knapp is 



partly right, but it is very evident that she has •nonientarily 
lost sight, of the fact that there are grossly immoral "dead 
and events" in the bible, far worse ban any nickel novel 
contains. Bible tales satisfied the minds of the people 
of the age wherein they were written. As humanity pro 
greeted they discarded bibles for matters of higb/jr moment, 
just as the boy drops his light literature as manhood's day 
draws nigh. In our judgment the bible is too indecent 1 1 
lie made a substitute for the yellow novel. 

* * * 

The people arc ever drifting further from the fanciful 
tales of bible lore, and the pulpits are getting into the pro 
oeetioBi Belief without evidence is the demand of faith, 
but no man can believe that which does not receive the 
sanction of his reason. Man is no more responsible for 
what he believes or disbelieves than he is for the time and 
place of his birth. He may succeed in deceiving the world 
with a false profession of faith, but he cannot deceive 
himself. The mind of even the worst man is a court in 
which every cause is tried with rigid impartiality. He may 
not announce his true finding, but he knows what it \< 
himself. Therefore, it is not only honesty in thought, but 
honesty in expression that must obtain. Men doubt when 
the evidence is unsatisfactory or the mind incapable of ana- 
lyzing it. No sacred hook, so-called, ever yet convinced; 
any man that there was any greater being in the universe 
than himself. 

* # # 

The Hlade is pleased to announce that it has appointed 
an Knglish rep r esentative to solicit subscriptions and pro 
mote its interests in Great Britain. Our agent is P. Gill, 
12:$ Vicarage Road, Wolverhampton, England, to whom 
the pro|>er commission has been sent. 

# * * 

Our bound volume of the Blade for 1008 is now in the 
hands of its subscribers. The delay caused by running 
short of copies will not occur again, as this experience has 
caused us to take extra precaution! against such a contin- 
gency with the l!IOi» volume. 

# » * 

During the absence of M. Mangasarian in Europe, his 
platform will 1m> occupied by Era Klbertus, Jonn fSmeMOU 
Roberta, of Kansas City; Henry Erank, of Xew York, and 
the Blade's editor. Although the order of appearance 
for each has not yet been made known to the Editor, be has 
requested the last Sunday in May, owing to the absence 
of his wife with a sick mother in Kansas. When the date 
has been agreed upon, duo announcement will l>e made in 
the Hlade columns, and the Editor will be pleased to meet 
once more the friends of a generation ago, and new ones 
acquired since. 
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PAGE FROM ORIGINAL BLADE'S POETS 



DEATH OF BRUNO. 



(By Joseph Rogers.) 
(Alone upon the deck of a ship of Mar- 
tyrdom, Bruno meets the enemy's boarders 
with a pistol and cutlass In his hands.) 

"Go back, ye foes," he cried, "Ye shall not 
Jeer 

The moan that beckons death to claim 
Its own; 

The orphan's sob, the stricken mothers 

That rise to cloud the sun of morrow's 
dawn, 

These bloody decks and tatter'd flag revere. 

"'TIs well ye hall to hear, for one yet 

To save my country's flag and guard the 
dead 

From senseless foes whose red and tainted 
hands 

Would o'er the death of heroes try to 
spread 

The rag that fills with woe so many lands. 

"Be patient yet awhile! Your captain's 
heart 

Is cover'd by a gun that never falls, 
And cross this space a leaden I lug will dart 

If but one hostile move my life assails. 
Krt p calm and live — I In good time depart. 

"Adieu, my friends, ye who in battle fell, 
To keep our tlag. unsullied from the foe; 

Adieu! Ye died, but made a seething hell 
Of groans and mangled forms when you 
did throw 

Against yon sinking hulk your shot and 
shell. 

"I'll die with you! No tyrant's prison 

chain 

Shall bind me iast to show abroad my 
shame; 

To ask a coward's fute would foully stain 
The matchless glory, of my country's 

And brand my honor with the foe's disdain. 

"This wreck so wetted with your noble 
blood. 

Shall never enter port as Nero's prize, 
But passes down to join the brotherhood 
Of crafts, whose worthy deeds Immor- 
talize 

The death of those who at their cannons 
stood. 

"Away, ye slaves that work a master's will, 
Your servile blood did paint your decks 
in vain, 



For soon the moving sparl; the air will fill 
With human limbs, that scattering oer 
the main, 

The shark will find with his accustomed 
skill. 

"Ha, ha! ye go; the sainted Hag ye sought, 

A thing of active life eludes your grip; 
So other times may learn how poorly 
wrought 

Are all the thrones and crowns of 

Caesarshlp. 
Farewell! I await the end my messmates 

bought." 
Salt Lake City. Utah. 



OLD FALSEHOODS. 

(By Harold Banning ! 
Aye, tear our shattered bible down! 

Long has it spread its lies, 
And many a dupe has dance 

To hear of heaven In the skies. 
Before it rang the preacher's shout, 

And burst the Christian roar; 
That ancient Jewish story 

Shall insult our minds no more. 

Its pages red with victims' blood, 

Were read by mankind's foes; 
When priests were sailing o'er the flood. 

To spread that faith by blows, 
No more shall feel the believer's grasp. 

Nor believers' eyes shall see. 
The scholars of today have plucked 

That old absurdity. 

Oh, better that its shattered hulk 

Should sink before the blaze; 
It's readers piled the awful flame. 

And there should be its grave. 
Nail to Its boards its ghastly tale, 

Tell of Its awful fame, 
And give It to Its mighty friends, 

The whirling smoke and flame. 

Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 



TO JOHN F. CLARKE. 

(By a Friend.) 
How sweetly you do tell 
Of one who stormed the battlements of 
h— 1. 

Indeed, you prove an expert with the lyre 
Whenever you essay to sing of Are; 
One would suppose to listen to your lay. 
You have no fear or it yourself some day. 

Beware, sweet singer, for dost thou not 
know 

Warm regions yawn for sinners down be- 
low? 



Where even snow-balls are served piping 
hot. 

And cool by contrast is the pepper-pot; 
Where little devils and a lot who are not 
small, 

Turn handsprings night and day and cat- 
terwaul. 

To sober thee a bit and make thee think, 
I'll take thee for a voyage to the brink; 
And hope as on its horrors you do gaze 
You will resolve at once to mend your 
ways. 

The time is very short. O beauteous bard! 
Tom, turn thee round about and pedal 
hard. 

("ome with me into the awful pit — 
The very thought of it gives a fit! 
The sides are greased to make the ingress 
smooth — 

But, O! alas, not even claw and tooth 
Can pull one out again when once he's In, 
For no one ever up Its sides did shin. 

From out its blackened mouth a horrid 
smell 

Doth plainly to the looker's nostrils tell 
Of Limburgor of hoary age and ripe— 
(The only word that rhymes with that Is 
tripe; ) 

Snakes, toads and lizards, and uncounted 
rats, 

Wait patiently for inee, with myriad cats. 

Devils there also be of visage grim. 
Cry ceaseleae. "Let ITS have a crack at 
him!" 

Kach with some torture that's entirely new 
— I dare not name thorn all. dt-ar friend, 
to you — 

While rasping whiskey-tenors loudly sing 
Sweet roundelays unto the beauteous 
spring. 

Uncounted Kdltors are there who make 
thee write, 

And stuff the waste basket with great de- 
light,— 

Swiping thy stamps enclosed for Its return, 
Or els«> thy writings fore thine eyes do 
bum. 

When thou art thirsty as a billy goat, 
A hot-lead cock-tall Is poun d down thy 
throat. 

I could continue, but Is't not enough? 
Suffice It then, to say the place is tough. 
Be good and Join the Moody Sankey clan. 
And from this day let this be all thy plan. 
For If thou don't. 1 really hate to tell 
How slim thy chances are of scaping h— 1. 
Baltimore, Md. 
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IICA. 



(By J. H. Qeyer.) 
The Christian churches, one and all. 
Are bound some Hit m e day to tall 
Before the powers of Rethought, 
For which our great forefathers fought; 
The best will stand but a short while, 
Till comes the final test and trial. 
And then the people all shall see 
The U. S. A. as it ought to be 

When in Seventeen Seventy-Six 

The U. S. A. was in r.n awful ilx, 

Who was It to their aid ;hen WUI 

But the 'brave and noble Thomas Paine?" 

The Independence clause he wrote. 

It sounded like music wml for nolo; 

And claims': this 3000 r.' to !>e taN 

• :• the 1" A UMlAV «MMM i 

But now he has gone away from here. 
Beneath the soil, without a fear, 
While we, the rising generation. 
Are going against the rub s of this nation 
By following old Mother England's belief- 
Disobey the church and you'll come to 
grief. 

So let us all strive to be bold and tret, 
As the grand U. S. A. ought to be. 

Then in the future this nation will shine 
As a nation who holds no king sublime; 
There surely must be some power supreme, 
Although by man It has never been seen 
So let us do unto one another 
As though each w< re your living brother, 
And the future will hold no fear for thee. 
And the I T . S. A. will forever be free. 
Canal Dover, O. 



The singing streams and arch of blue. 
Winch sings of thought to the. 

Miltonrtlle, Kansas. 



THOUGHT MUST BE DIVINE. 

(By J. K. Iltirkhart.) 
A thinking man's akin to God. 

Great fountain of the mind; 
A (luenehless flame In natun's clod 

All thinking men divined. 

To think a thought must be divine, 

Supreme in peace, in rag"' of storm; 
Oh, mighty fortress, thought's sublime, 
Tis here and there in human form. 

To think a thought must be divine— 

Inspires friendship true and pure; 
Grander than the stars to shine, 
And leads to duly plain and sure. 

In thought perhaps the weak is strong 

A herculean in might — 
To turn a tempest Into song 

Of intellectual light. 

(Jo get your thoughts from nature true, 
The budding rose or roaring sea. 



Our Debate Has Done Good. 

U0G0NNEL8VILLE, ().— Enclosed ptoua 
find ll.oo, a trial subscription to the Blade. 
Send the HUM to H nnson Noves. McCon- 
n< lsville. Ohio. R. It. Mr. Noyes is one 
of the rn'versBllst faith, and he wants to 
read the Blade. The devout Baptist editor 
of the Democrat sent our manuscript back 
10 me, stating that he could not publish it. 
And that Rev. McVey had sent him an ar- 
ticle on the same subject and that he had 
n fused thai We are going to try to get 
the Herald to publish it. We will report 
The debate hae dc ne a great deal of good 
nere. and we are going to keep the ball 
rolling. Yours for liberty.— .1. D. HOOPER. 



Murray's Clearance Sale 

Byron's "Forbidden Fruit," Paul Bertu 
"Jesuit Morals." Tolstoi's "Root of Evil," 
Silcox's "Sacrcdness of Man,' "Livingston 
and the BOOTB," Murray's "P.rltish Land- 
lord." 'Moses and the Prophets," "39 
Projtosltions of ■ Pagan's Religion." "The 
Open Challenge, Fen Coininr.ndments," 
Bible Texts, etc., etc. The total retail 
price of the lot comes to 60 cents. I will 
send the whole together, postpaid, for 2f. 
cents. These pamphlets will suit the fol- 
lowers of Voltaire. Thomas I'alne and Aris- 
totle. They will not please Atheists. 

NORMAN MFRRAY, 

246 St. .lames Si.. M<ntre:il. Canada. 



Nauman\s Orchestra 

E. D. NAI'MAN, Violin. 

ANNA L NAI'MAN. Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN, Comet 

or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Des.red. 

Over MM pieces of the b.-si music, suitable 
for any program, always on hand. 

Phone 128 1-2. Lock Fox 800. 

SIGOURNEY, IOWA. 



W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Soul hern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping h ns. Will, as 

usual, follolw the business in Georgia, Ala- 
bama and Indiana. 



THE WHEEL OF L'FE. 

A Monthly Paper Published by 
Life Publishing Co. St. ol.uls. Mo. 

Edited by W. C. Cope. 

DEALS WITH ORIGINS. 

The origin of Marriage, of Ethics, of Re 
llfton, of Brotherhood, of the belief in In, 
mortality. It treats broamy of Love, ot 
Human Instincts anu Ideals. It takes In 
the whole wheel of Life, treating all sub 
j*c s in sucl- a clear, pi iln and miry way 
that the dust Is shaken out and they be- 
come as interesting as a novel to evi'ti th» 
casual reader. Send 10 cents for a sit 
months trial subscription, or • quarter for 
a year, to the Life Pub. Co., St. Louis, Mo 



$10.00 BOOK for $1.00. 




I oa mu'p/ o/ $1.20. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, Publishers, 

Box 393, Lexington. Kv 



rilC PROCESSION of PLANPTS 
l **^israegiurMVM0i ik you 

wonde. «h> Ihc Earth moves, wrlic loibc juihorfor ■ 
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Ba bun and Subacri** *nr 

Secular Thought 

. Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti 
ciam tn Politic*, Science an* Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kdltor - J. Spencer Kills. 

Published at 1S5ty Queen St. West, To 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum. In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Kdltorlal de 
partment should be addressed — 

J, Spencer Kills, "Secular Thought," 
185V4 Queen St. West. Toronto, Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
»>ooks, printing, etc., should be addressed— 
C. M. KLLIs. Proprietor and Publisher, 



Toronto, Can. 



GRADUATION GIFTS. 



What can be nicer and tr.ore suitable 
for such gifts than a genuine Diamond, 
daintily mounted In King, Fin, Stud, or 
otherwise. These can be had for $10, |20 
and up. They are Indestructible, a joy 
forever, and will last a3 long as the world 
will revolve in Its orbit; neither do they 
jver depreciate In value. Or u Gold Watch, 
which is useful during life, as well as 
ornamental. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES 

I.arge (6) size Klgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, 20-year gold-filled, hunting case; latest 
style, artistic hand-ciiased, 7 jewels, $9; 15 
jewels, $11; 16 Jewels, adj., $15. Small 
(0) size, 7 jewels, $11; 15 Jewels, $13; 16 
jewels, adj., $18. "Riverside', extra fine, 
$24. In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14k 
solid gold case, $10 to $20 more. All in 
velvet box, prepaid, wit Tuarantee. Every 
watch fresh from factory. 

CHAINS, FOBS, OR LONG GUARDS 
Latest styles, best filled, $2, fl, $4 and $5. 

THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'S WATCH 

Small (12) size, Hampden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, hand-chased or "engino-turned." gold 
tilled hunting case guaranteed 25-years: 
"Oen'l Stark, 15 jewels $15; "Deuber 
Grand," 17 Jewels, adjusted, $1 4.50; ".John 
Hancock," 21 jewels, extra fine, $29.00. In 
O p— face screw case, $1.00 1< ss. Also, in 
solid gold. 

Send for prices of Watches not here 
enumerated, Jewelry. Rings, Silverware, in- 
gersoll Spoons, Freethought Badges. Opti- 
cal Goods, Ring Ouage, and my tract, "The- 
ism in the Crucible," free. 

Describe goods wanted as near as possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lots oi two or more. 
OTTO WETT8TEIN. 

La Grange, Cook County, III. 




SEEDS 

Fresh. Reliable. Pur* 
Guaranteed to Please 

Every Gardener and 
Planter abuuld teat the 
auperlor n.er'.taof Our 
NortbernGrown Seeds. 

special arrca 

FOR 10 CENTS 

we will 



rr^ coLtiCTioa 

I pkf. rn.«... R.<ii.h . . . ,10a 
1 ph ( . H.iMiro.i.a Oaten ... tna 
1 pk|. Earl; irr.w.hrad I .!,(,.«. . .,11a 
I Dkt. Fullrrlo. Ut I ... 10a 



1 pk*. k .Hl-r i..n MirkM tottaee . 
Iho 11 Varlellee Ckelee Neo.r 8ea4a . . St. 

MM 

Write today! Sand 10 c,nta to help pay poataee in I 
i v king and racal*, the Uatee 'Temooa Collaction," to- 
gether with our N,w end InitrurtLve lierden Guide. 

OKKAT NOKT1IKKN BEED CO. 
1551 Itoee St. Hoi k ford, Illinois 



TO-MORROW MAGAZINE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK. 



TO-MORROW does not draw its inspira- 
tion from Tradition, Mysticism, Super- 
stition or Custom. It is 
A Journal of 



Dealing with the questions of Life from the 
impersonal standpoint, and accepting the 
scientific interpretation of all phenomena. 

TO-MORROW is not for those who are 
partisan, — not for those who are wedded 
to some pet belief or ism,— not for those 
who are governed by fear of Ood or of 
Public Opinion. 

TO-MORROW is for Free Souls,— for Men 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 
in Harmony with Nature's Laws. 
Send 15 cents for Three Months Trial 

10c the Copy. $1.00 the Year. 

TO MORROW PUBLISHING CO.. 

139 E. Mth St.. CHICAGO. ILL. 
Subscription and our Special Book Offer. 



„The Woman and 
The Prospector" 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be In the 
hands of all who are opposed to supi in i 
tlon and graft, as it Is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the adnrnistration of drills to human 
beings: at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump 
tive. The booklet is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. A. M. PARKER. 

415 Crocker S... Los Angeles. Calif. 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OK 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

Tiit- same being s.uort uuoutuoua froc» 
our Daw Heavenly Father," "Our Bless- 
ed Savior," "Baulums Ass." 'Mary Christ' - , 
(Mir Friend, the Devil," and other person 
Lgea of sacred W mory. 

Thaw an saitable for atleklAi on church 
doors, ami other objects where they will do 
the most good in spreading the "glad tid 
ings of grea- joy." 

Until April 1. iy09. address— 

PR W'KI.IX HKALD. 

Clrcleville. QUI 



Do You Believe 



That We Humans are as Important ai 
Pips. Potatoes and Pups? 

He yo'i believe that we "grown ups,' 
and eve,i the Children, should know ax. 
much about our e < l\es a? we know abou 
FUhe*. Pl.iw.r" tin I Fioc-7 

Do yon believe In Better Ffgeny, a More 
t ' it \ n teii Race p.r.ywav . 

If so. pend 1.25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be m the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Malr 
St., l.os Angeles, California, U. S. A 
Samples ten cents. Trial three monthL 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage." 31 
cents st mips. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 



A New Booklet showing up the contradlo 
lions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

.lus t lie thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soo- 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 10 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ. 

1112 Eddy Street. San Francisco. Cal. 



SEEDS 

_ r S FECIAL OFFER: _ 

fMade to b„l\,l New HeeUrea, A trial wUl M 
' make you our perniaueut cuatomer. w 

f 11 the flueet : Ter.lp. T aul* atUd ; «>•!••. » beet vena- 
Itiee iu eprine-SiMwHue "»">• ranelire in ell. 

«.l 111 VMM 1> TO I'l l VM . 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 
SEND 10 CENTS 

1 to cor or i km Ufa and pawkiDf »i. l receive thU v *) u a.blv , 



H. W. Buckbee. 



.1 BUCKBEE STRUT 

^ ff y 



Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Mousmdn, Aldrncdfl, Odiiforms 



This is the Greater Book of modern times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in Ikk >k form by the Blue (irass Blade, making a book of nearly 600 pages. The author has 
dedicated il to Prof. Erntl Haeckel, and the gn at Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All.charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance sul>:-rriptioiis. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
followed Serial publication in the blade columns. 



Subscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



FREE TRIP to the 
PACIFIC COAST 

ARE YOU ONE 

of the many thous- 
ands who wart to 
explore this Won- 
derland ? ? ? ? 

SUNSET 
MAGAZINE 

has instituted a new 
department, whose 
special work it is 
to put within the 
reach of every one an opportunity to 
sec the FAR WEST. Write for 
Sample Copy. :: :: :: :: 

For full particular, addrc 

Sunset Travel Club 

16 Flood Building, San Francisco, Cal. 

WATER-POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FANS. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY & MFG. CO. 
CleveUnd-So. Brooklyn, Ohio. 




POPULAR LINE 
SOUTH 



QUEEN &CRESCENT 



ROUTE 



Between 

Cincinnati 

Chattanooga 
Atlanta 

Birmingham 

Knoirille 

Ashville 

Savannah 

Jacksonville 
Mobile 
/icksbnrg 
Shreveport 

New Orleans 

and 
Texas Points 
For rates and print -id matter, u 
dress 

W. C. Binearson, O P. A., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 



Give E'm Fits. 



That's what " i HE 
8CAKI.KT SI I \Im)\\ 
Walter Hurls great rad- 
ical novel, do.>« to the 
(oicea of bigotry an<1 su- 
uvrplltlnn A nd the sec- 
ular pri-SK of the country 
BjMSM by the churck 
alement, Is throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
novel of this decade hn* 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 
la sufficient proof that It 
la all right It has cre- 
ated a i.ennatlon In con- 
servative clrclea and 
auaed consternation 
among the clergy. 

It la enthuslaatlcall: 
endorsed by leadlni 
Kreelthlnkera through- 
out the world. You al 

know how Hurt can write and In thle boos 
he la at hla best. It la an ulegant volume 
fit to ornament the flneat library; containing 
422 pagea. printed on Uea%y egg-ahell paper 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price $1.60. poatpald. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky. 




